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Holiday Wishes to All
A Message from the Superintendent  
 

DCPS Family –  

During this season as the year draws to a close, our 

thoughts turn toward the people 

who are most dear to us. 
 

These past two years – and indeed, 

these recent weeks and days – have 

been difficult for all of us. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with our 

friends, neighbors and family  

members across Kentucky and 

other areas whose lives have been 

impacted by the devastating  

tornadoes of this past weekend. We 

sometimes struggle to understand 

the “why” of events around us. 

I don’t have those answers either.  
 

But what I do know is that the children and families of 

Daviess County Public Schools are fortunate to be served 

by a team of dedicated individuals who truly put “Kids 

First” in everything you do. And I know many of you are 

finding ways to support those who especially need our 

help during this time of loss. (See page  2 for one option.) 
 

When I think about the things that make this season of the 

year so special, the things that give meaning to the  

holidays we celebrate, my heart is filled with pride in 

knowing that I work with and for people who are  

committed to doing whatever it takes to make a positive 

difference in the lives of others.  
 

DCPS Family – You are a gift to our district and to our  

entire community. The work you do matters, now and for 

generations to come. Every member of our team,  

regardless of job title, has an important role in ensuring 

that every student entrusted to our care has the  

opportunity to learn, grow, do and be their very best.  
 

Thank you for the privilege of allowing me to serve with 

you. From my heart to yours, warmest wishes for a  

holiday season of peace and joy, and a new year filled 

with happiness and health.  

 

 

— Matt Robbins 

     DCPS Superintendent 

            “Kids First!”

Matt Robbins
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Western Kentucky 

Tornado Relief Drive 

Putting Our Neighboring KIDS FIRST 

Funds will be donated directly to 

Family Resource/Youth Service Centers 

serving school districts 

impacted by recent tornadoes 

Donations of money (any amount welcome) 

Wal-Mart gift cards (authorization receipt needed) 

Donations may be given to any 

DCPS Family Resource/Youth Service Center 

or delivered to the DCPS Central Office 

attn: Kids First Tornado Relief 

by noon Friday, Dec. 17 
All donations will directly benefit 

children and families

For more information, write to contact@dcps.org



Chemis-Tree! 
Daviess County High School teacher Jennifer Murphy  

invited her first block students to draw the periodic table 

squares during CCR time. She surprised them the next 

morning with the finished product: A Chemis-Tree! 

Ho ho ho!

The Impact Kentucky 

survey, comprised of  

70 questions and an  

additional eight  

background questions, 

remains open through 

Friday, Dec. 17.  

Questions were developed through feedback from the 

Teachers Advisory Council and the Principals Advisory 

Council and includes topics relating to emotional  

well-being and belonging. 
 

All schools have identified a survey coordinator from 

among their faculty. To participate, certified staff  

members should reach out to the survey coordinator in 

their school building to get their anonymous code that is 

required to take the Impact Kentucky Survey. 
 

The survey will provide schools with critical data that 

guides the implementation of policies and practices that 

maximize teacher effectiveness. 
 

Administered by KDE and Panorama Education, the  

survey should only take about 25 minutes to complete and 

is completely anonymous.  
 

Questions? Contact impactkentucky@education.ky.gov 

For support during the survey, send an email to 

support+impactky@panoramaed.com

Impact Kentucky 

Survey Closes Dec. 17

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to our DCPS team as 

they welcome their new arrivals! 
 

Allie Riney (AES) and her husband  

Evan welcomed a baby girl on  

Oct. 22. Bradley Claire weighed  

6 pounds, 8 ounces and was 20 inches long upon  

arrival. The baby was also welcomed by big brother 

Brooks and grandparents Brad Cozart (Maintenance) and 

LeVon Cozart (EVES). 
 

Blair Lamb (AES) and her husband Logan have  

announced the birth of their son Gabriel Wells on Oct. 26. 

Gabriel weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces at birth. The baby 

was also welcomed by big brother Theo. 
 

Kris Doyle (DPES) has announced the arrival of a new 

granddaughter over Thanksgiving weekend!  

Ellisyn Rose McNeely was born Nov. 26, weighing  

7 pounds, 7 ounces, and measuring 20 inches long. 

Sincere Sympathy 
We extend our sincere sympathy to the   

following members of the DCPS  

family during their time of loss: 
 

Melody Taylor (Transportation) in the loss  

of her brother Chuck Rawdon on Nov. 16. 
 

Dana Wade (Transportation) in the loss of her mother-in-

law Phyllis Wade on Nov. 18.  
 

Ken Stringer (Apollo) in the loss of his infant  

great-nephew on Dec. 10.

Best Wishes!
Congratulations to Luke Daugherty 

(AES) on his marriage to Kait  

Greer on Oct. 30.



Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by 

David Shutt, DCPS director of 

facilities and plant operations.  

His staff remains committed to 

ensuring safe, comfortable and 

attractive environments for  

teaching and learning. 
 

AHS Phase III Addition 

Milestones achieved during the 

past 30 days at Apollo High 

School include the completion of 

the front canopy and sidewalk, 

entry store front window installation, and interior finishes 

in the classrooms. Floor tile installation in hallways is  

currently underway. HVAC commissioning is also in 

progress. MEP finish work is nearing completion.   
 

The schedule for the next three weeks includes paving the 

bus loop, and the completion of all interior construction 

work and punch list items. DCPS Maintenance personnel 

will move teacher belongings into the new classrooms 

during Christmas break.   
 

The schedule calls for the addition to formally be turned 

over to DCPS for occupancy when school resumes on  

Jan.  3. 
 

AHS Phase IV Renovations 

Phase IV renovations are scheduled to begin Jan 3.   

A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for Dec. 16. 
 

New Daviess County Middle School 

The past 30 days have seen continued progress on  

masonry block wall and light gauge metal truss  

installation. The cafeteria area roof has been completed.  

All ground floor concrete slabs have been poured.  

 

Window installation in the gym has started, along with 

spray foam insulation on the masonry block walls. MEP 

rough-in and HVAC installation are ongoing. 
 

The next 30 days will see continued masonry installation 

and MEP rough-in activities, and completion of the quarry 

tile in the kitchen. Structural steel beam and roof truss, 

and roof decking installation will continue. The football 

field light poles will be set, and paving will start on the 

drive to the school. 
 

LED Lighting 

The LED lamp change-out has started at Highland  

Elementary School and is 60% complete. 
 

Summer 2022 Projects 

Projects currently under development for next summer  

include new flooring for Burns Middle School, and  

roofing renovations at Meadow Lands and Tamarack  

elementary schools and College View Middle School. 

David Shutt

DCPS will provide a one-time incentive of $100 for  

current contracted employees who were vaccinated 

against COVID-19 by Dec. 1, 2021. 
 

Who is eligible? 

All current DCPS employees (full or part time) who have 

received either two doses of Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, 

or the single dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 
 

How to apply? 

Employees must print and complete THIS document with 

name, location (school/site where you work) and  

employee number, signature, and proof of vaccination. 

This may be either a copy of a legible vaccine card or a 

statement signed by a licensed provider. Submit the  

document and proof of vaccine to the DCPS Personnel  

Department at Central Office no later than Dec. 15, 2021. 

Send by courier addressed to Courtney Payne. Do not 

send by email.  
 

How and when will the incentive be paid? 

The incentive will be included on the employee’s  

paycheck according to the schedule listed below. The  

incentive payment is subject to applicable withholdings. 

The incentive is not subject to retirement withholding. 
 

Proof of vaccination and Incentive included 

invoice submitted by: on paycheck issued: 

Dec. 1 Dec. 30 

Dec. 15 Jan. 30

COVID-19 Vaccination Incentive

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/COVID-19/Vaccine%20Incentive%20PRINT%20and%20send%20by%20Courier.pdf?id=45315


Treats and sweets for your holiday entertaining! If you 

don’t have time to make all those “goodies” for your  

parties or gift-giving, let us help! We can prepare your 

pies, rum cakes, fudge, coconut and peanut butter balls, 

cheeseballs and vegetable/fruit trays. Pies are $15 and 

are available in coconut and chocolate meringue, pecan, 

Kentucky pie, chess or coconut without meringue. 

Peanut butter balls are $12 for a “pound plus.” Cakes are 

$15 and fudge is $12.50 per pound. Cheeseballs are $10. 

Prices for veggie and fruit trays depends on size. Contact 

us to place your orders or for more information – Cathy 

Gentry (CO), 270-314-1410 or Valerie Cole (SES,  

retired) at 270-993-2258.

DC-bay!
Send description of items for sale, 

price, your name, school/site, phone 

number and photo (optional) to 

grapevine@dcps.org

Rustic, solid wood Nativity; 15-piece set. Each piece is 

handmade and unique. Can be arranged as you wish; 

photo is one example. Great for kids to move around and 

play with. Makes a great gift! $50 per set; I have a couple 

of sets available. Marly Morris (CHES), 479-445-9864.

Contact Andrew Feldhaus (DCHS) at 270-222-2718 for more  

information about these items:

Antique furniture: Sofa, 

rocker, arm chair and  

four chairs, $400.

Sofa bed with two pillows, $200. 

Left: Table with leaf and 

six chairs, $150.

Apollo High School football print by Gary Maglinger.  

Size 16x20, unframed. $20. Christy Crawford, 270-

852-7100 or christy.crawford@daviess.kyschools.us

Daviess County High School football or 

basketball prints by Gary Maglinger. 16x20, 

framed. $30. Click HERE to order.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXxtJ3DvwZmW0oBd3me3OSS_t1LmTW8bBAmnpWDwP0UO8hyg/viewform


The DCPS Payroll Department shares this reminder about 

deduction changes. 
 

It is very important for all employees to review their de-

ductions for both the Dec. 15 and Jan. 14 paychecks. 

Please be sure you are reviewing the “Current pay period” 

deductions, not the “Year to Date deductions.” 
 

If you made any changes during open enrollment, have an 

age band increase or have a policy with rate changes for 

2022, you should see a change in these deductions on the 

Dec. 15 paycheck:     

Allstate – Cancer 

Trustmark – Universal Life 

Guardian – Dental    

Guardian – Vision    

Guardian – Critical Illness 

Guardian – Accident 

Guardian – Short and Long Term Disability 

Guardian – Supplemental Life (self, spouse, children)    
 

The Jan. 14 paycheck will reflect any changes made for 

the following deductions: 

Kentucky Health Insurance 

Kentucky Personal flex accounts 

Kentucky Personnel Cabinet life insurance  

Kentucky Dental 

Kentucky Vision 
 

United Way deductions chosen during the Fall campaign 

will begin on the Jan. 14 paycheck. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Julia Hobbs at 

Central Office - 270-852-7000 ext. 10249 or 

julia.hobbs@daviess.kyschools.us 

Update from the 

Payroll Department 

Need to Talk? 
Our EAP is here for you 

The Daviess County Public Schools district has partnered 

with Owensboro Health to provide an employee  

assistance program for our staff. Owensboro Health EAP 

is conveniently located at the HealthPark, 1006 Ford Ave., 

with other locations in Madisonville and Greenville. 
 

Call the HealthPark EAP at 270-688-1547 to schedule an 

appointment for counseling in the areas of anxiety, 

chronic illness and pain, depression, drug and alcohol 

problems, marital problems, parenting concerns, stress or 

post-traumatic stress disorder. Individual, family and 

group sessions are available, and teletherapy is also  

offered. This benefit is available to contracted employees 

and their immediate household family members and  

includes up to six visits at no cost to the employee.
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Jan. 3 is a DCPS 

Professional Day 

 

Central Office and 

Support Offices 

CLOSED 

Dec. 23, 24, 30, 31

Send information to 

grapevine@dcps.org 
 

Deadline is Friday before week of publication

This is 

YOUR 

newsletter!



Credit Union Corner

Mobile and Online Conveniences to Serve You! 

Pay loans and initiate account transfers from other  

institutions online and through mobile! 

We heard your need and have been working hard to bring 

you the ability to initiate transfers or  debit card payments 

to your loans from other institutions! By mid-September, 

you will be able to initiate loan payments or transfers 

from other institutions or debit cards easily with our quick 

payment portal available on our website and mobile app. 

After entering some personal information, you will find a 

list of your loans and accounts, along with the option to 

make a payment using a debit card or an ACH transfer 

from another institution. Once you add your cards and  

accounts to the portal the first time, it will save them so 

you can continue to log in with ease and make payments 

or transfers with just the click of a button. Each debit card 

transaction through the portal will continue to have the 

same $3 fee charged when paying over the phone, but all 

ACH transfers will be free to you.  

We love the seamless and intuitive nature of this service 

and are so excited to finally be able to fill this need for 

YOU! Check out our website at www.dctfcu.com for 

more detailed information on how to get started and how 

to use this new service! 

Scholarship Applications Available NOW!  

Each year, Daviess County Teachers Federal Credit Union 

gives away two $500 scholarships to members interested 

in furthering their education. The William E. Morris  

Continuing Education Scholarship is for those age 21 and 

older and the Richard E. Skaggs Scholarship is for those 

younger than 21.  

Scholarship applications are now available to be picked 

up at the Credit Union or available to download and print 

from our website at www.dctfcu.com/scholarships 

Please Note: Applicants must be eligible to enter an  

accredited U.S. college, university or technical school in 

the fall of 2022. Applicants for the Richard E. Skaggs 

Scholarship must be attending college for the first time in 

the fall of 2022 and/or must be under the age of 21 by the  

application deadline. Applicants for the William E. Morris 

award must desire to further his/her education in the fall 

of 2022 and must be age 21 years or older by application 

deadline. Previous scholarship winners are not eligible. 

The deadline for submission is March 14. Scholarships 

will be awarded at the 51st DCTFCU Annual Meeting. 

Please contact the Credit Union at 270-684-8954 for  

additional information. 

Credit Union Corner 

Continues on Next Page

Follow us @dctfcu on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter for quick 

budgeting and account tips and tricks!



Secure Texting and Keyword Texting Available! 

We are now able communicate via secure text message for 

your basic financial needs. If you prefer this method of 

communication, these text messages are used to help 

communicate about setting up a loan or credit card,  

making payments, adding new services, opening an  

account or even signing eligible documents remotely.  

Just text us at 270-684-8954 for any of your credit union 

needs! In addition, you have the option to receive text  

information updates from us to help keep you informed 

on what’s going on at the Credit Union! We do not spam 

you, so you can feel confident in knowing we only send 

information that is important to you and your accounts. To 

be placed on a list to receive these updates, text DCTFCU 

to 74994. Security is TOP priority at DCTFCU and we 

plan to continue enhancing your experience with us in  

addition to keeping your money safe.

Switch to DCTFCU Checking —  

Open your account TODAY! 

Now is the time to take advantage of DCTFCU’s  

convenient checking account. If you’ve been paying high 

rates and fees at another financial institution, switch to a 

DCTFCU checking account today! 

n No Minimum Balance   n No Monthly Service Fee 

n No Per-Check Fee         n ATM Access Nationwide 

n Online Banking        n Mobile Banking 

n Bill Pay        n First Box of Checks Free 

n Direct Deposit Available n MasterCard Debit Cards  

n Duplicate Checks        n Courtesy Protection 

Don’t Forget the Courier! 

Are you too busy to stop by the Credit 

Union to make a deposit? Send your deposit 

through the DCPS Courier. The courier 

drops off and picks up mail at the Credit Union on  

Monday, Wednesday and  Friday. Be sure to include your 

account number with any information you send. Contact 

DCTFCU or log on to your online account after 4 p.m. to 

verify receipt of your deposit or loan payment. 

Daviess County Teachers 

Federal Credit Union 
1900 Southeastern Parkway      270-684-8954      

www.dctfcu.com 

Drive-Through Hours 

Monday-Thursday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Lobby Hours 

Monday-Thursday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Don’t let next Christmas sneak up on you! 

Sign up today for a DCTFCU 

Christmas Club. Set aside money 

from each paycheck with payroll 

deduction and watch your savings 

grow! A DCTFCU Christmas Club 

is an easy way to save money for 

all your holiday season expenses. 

Withdrawals are available from 

Oct. 1 to Jan. 1 each year. For more 

information or to sign up for a 

DCTFCU Christmas Club account, contact a credit union 

representative at 270-684-8954 or stop by today!

Holiday Hours 
The Credit Union will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

on Christmas Eve and New Year Eve – Friday, Dec. 24 

and 31. 

Beware of Holiday Season Frauds and Scams! 

As the holidays 

draw near, Please 

keep an eye on 

your account as 

well as an eye 

open for scams! 

With more  

businesses  

finding them-

selves victims of  

hacking and card 

compromise, you 

may want to  

consider using 

our card control app to receive instant notification of 

pending transactions so you can immediately verify if a 

charge is something you have done. If the transition is one 

you did not initiate, you can immediately turn off your 

card right there and rest safe until you are able to get in 

contact with us! Visit www.dctfcu.com/cardcontrols for 

more detailed information on how to access and use this 

service. You can also use travel cards or gift cards as you 

make purchases to keep hackers from accessing your  

accounts as well. Scammers target this time of the year 

due to an increase in card usage and a consumer’s desire 

to get great deals. Please stay alert! 

Continued from Previous Page




